PRIME MINISTER
CANBEREA

MESSAGE: RESERVE FORCES DAY
It is my pleasure to provide a message for Reserve Forces Day 2008.

It is sixty years since the part time forces of the Australian military were reformed. In
1948 many veterans of the Second World War, despite having so recently served
their country, continued their service in the Reserve forces. Since that time almost
one million Australians have joined the Reserves inspired in part by the patriotic
actions of those veterans.

Today, Australian Defence Force Reserves remain an integral part of the Australian
Defence Force. Reserve members from the three services serve with dedication and
courage alongside their full time counterparts overseas, as well as at home.

On behalf of all Australians I thank Reservists for their valuable contribution and
service to our nation. I would also like to acknowledge the families and employers of
our Reservists. Without their support, Reserve members would be unable to play
such an important role in our nation’s defence.

I congratulate the Reserve Forces Day Council on the 10" anniversary of celebrations
for Reservists, and wish all Reserve members well for Reserve Forces Day 2008.

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister of Australia



